
 

 

Can a layman understand? 

Crimestop means the faculty of stopping short, as though by instinct, at the threshold of any 

dangerous thought. It includes the power of not grasping analogies, of failing to perceive 

logical errors, of misunderstanding the simplest arguments if they are inimical to Ingsoc, and of 

being bored or repelled by any train of thought which is capable of leading in a heretical 

direction. Crimestop, in short, means protective stupidity.  

- G. Orwell, 1984, pub. Chancellor, 1984 edn., p225 

Professional “scientists” have to keep within the canon, or dogma, in order to reassure the 

agencies which supply them with funds. Their careers and reputations require that they 

extend the existing knowledge within their expertise. They must no longer threaten it. If 

“The Catt Question” about the theory they teach causes professors to contradict each other, 

they must show solidarity by ignoring, or not understanding, the Question. 

This has reached the absurd situation where laymen can (I hope) easily see the problem, but 

the “experts” cannot, or rather dare not. The emperor has no clothes. 

I describe the situation as clearly and simply as I can. My neighbour pretends he is reading 

the beginning of my new book, below, and either understands the situation or not, and says 

so in writing. He then replies to my questions. He should not spend more than an hour on 

this. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

The “southerner” says the negative charge –q comes from inside the bottom conductor, from 

the south. 

The “westerner” says the negative charge –q comes from the battery, from the west. 



Questions. 

Since accredited experts contradict each other, is it important that they discuss their 

disagreement, “southerner” and “westerner”, or at least tell their students that there is 

uncertainty as to what they are being taught? 


