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million paces for signs, so that each book will still be of a handy
size, then the number of these books would amount to exactly
10 to the two-millionth power, or, in figures, ¢.e. To*»00000,

This fully exhaustive universal library containing all
wisdom would consist of s0 many volumes that it could not be
contained in a case of the size of the entire stellar universe.
And, unhappily, it must be added that the closed universe,
just described by Einstein and having a diameter of a hundred
million light-years would be much too small to contain this
Hbrary.

“ Nevertheless,” said I,  your universe pictures something
inconceivably great; ome might call it an infinity expressed
in figures. For in your world there still remains one property
of infinity, namely, that it imposes no limitations on motion of
any kind. On the other hand, the figures proclaim a limited
measure in the mathematical sense, however great this measure
may be. This calls up the old restlessness of mind, due to
the persistent question: What lies beyond ? The absolute
Nothing ? Or is it a something which yet does not occupy
space ? Descartes and many other great thinkers have never
overcome this difficulty, and have always affirmed that a
closed world is impossible. How, then, is the average person
to reconcile himself with the dimensions you have estab-
lished ?

Einstein gave an answer which, it seemed to me, ofiered a
last escape to apprebensive minds. It is possible,” so he
said, * that other universes exist independently of our own.”

That is to say, it will never be possible to trace a connexion
between them, Even after an eternity of observation, calcula-
tion, and theoretical investigation, no ghmpse or knowledge
of any of these ultra-worlds will ever enter our consciousness.
“ Imagine human creatures to be two-dimensional surface-
creatures,” he added, ““ and that they live on a plane of in-
definite extent. Suppose that they have organs, instruments,
~and mental attitude adapted strictly to this two-dimensional
existence. Then, at most, they would be able to find out all
the phenomena and relationships that objectify themselves in
this plane. They would then have an absolutely perfect science
of two dimensions, the fullest knowledge of their cosmos.
Independent of this, there might be another cosmic plane with
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